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CSULB alumna starts petition to 
return professor to marketing class 


An advertisement for the petition is posted at a bus stop 


course. 


Michael Tomlin 

is removed from 
teaching the 
300-level marketing 
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Former and current Cal State Long Beach 
students have signed a petition to restore a 
marketing professor to the class he has been 
teaching for 12 years. 

Before registration for fall 2013 began, 
marketing professor Michael Tomlin was 
assigned a 300-level marketing course, ac- 
cording to Dean of the College of Business 
Administration Michael Solt. 

In May, however, Tomlin said he was in- 
formed via email by marketing professor In- 
grid Martin that she instead would teach the 


the change.org petition, started by CSULB 
alumna Brittany Meinhardt, which calls for 
Solt to return Tomlin to the marketing class. 

The petition, which started in August, had 
gathered 372 signatures as of Tuesday and is 
looking to gather 1,000. 

Students and alumni who support the peti- 
tion have created wristbands and posters dis- 
playing the phrase “Students for Tomlin.” An 
advertisement for the petition has also been 
placed on a bus stop at Stearns Street and 
Bellflower Boulevard. 


on Bellflower Boulevard and Stearns Street. 


Staff Writer course this fall. 
Tomlin’s removal from the class resulted in 


See Tomumn, Page 3 


Wrapped 
up in a new 
culture 


Freshman chemical 
engineering major Omar 
Alalawi, left, wraps a 
mussah around senior 
comparative world 
literature major Jeremy 
Clemin’s head during an 
Eid Al-Adha celebration 
at the University Student 
Union Southwest Terrace 
on Tuesday. See story, 
page 6 
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CSULB joins $11.2-million research consortium 


The Beach is one of 
six institutions to 
join the consortium. 


By Jesus A. GONZALEZ 
Staff Writer 


Cal State Long Beach and five other 
institutions are taking part in a two- 
year, $11.2-million research consor- 
tium to address climate change and the 
environmental sustainability of trans- 


portation. 

The new National Center for Sus- 
tainable Transportation (NCST), com- 
prised of the six institutions, will be 
based at the University of California, 
Davis Institute of Transportation Stud- 
ies (ITS). UC Davis was selected in a 
national competition to lead the con- 
sortium for the U.S. Department of 
Transportation. 

UC Davis professor of environmen- 
tal science and NCST Director Susan 
Handy said that the center’s goal is 
to help the federal agency reduce the 
greenhouse gas emissions from 
passenger and freight travel that 
contribute to climate change. 


The NCST will receive $5.6 million 
from the U.S. Department of Trans- 
portation and $5.6 million in matching 
funds from state, regional and local 
agencies to support its research, ac- 
cording to Handy. 

The other institutions in the consor- 
tium include University of California, 
Riverside; University of Vermont; 
Georgia Institute of Technology; and 
the University of Southern California. 

UC Davis ITS Director Dan Sper- 
ling, who is also executive director at 
NCST, said that each university in the 
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The research consortium will address climate change and environ- 
See RESEARCH, Page 2 mental sustainability of transportation. 
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Gov. Brown vetoes 
three Cal Grant bills 


ASI passed resolutions 
in support of the bills 
earlier this month. 


By Donn GRUTA 
Assistant City Editor 


Gov. Jerry Brown has vetoed three 
Cal Grant-related bills that the Asso- 
ciated Students Inc. Senate and Lobby 
Corps were hoping to see pass. 

“IT mean, it isn’t disappointing be- 
cause these [bills] aren’t gone,” said 
Andrew Siwabessy, Senator for the 
College of Engineering and Lobby 
Corps voting member. “They are going 
to come back again, and once they do 
go through, they will benefit the stu- 
dents of [the Cal State University].” 

In its Oct. 2 meeting, the ASI Senate 
expressed its full support of Assembly 
Bill 1287 and Senate Bills 284 and 285 
by passing resolutions drafted by Lob- 
by Corps. Members of Lobby Corps 
also contacted the governor’s office and 
other legislators to voice their support 
of the bills. 

“These bills affect students in the 
most positive way,” said Rhea-Com- 
fort Addo, ASI senator for College of 
Natural Sciences and Mathematics via 
email. “The majority of students at 
CSULB rely on Cal Grant awards in 
order to continue pursuing their educa- 
tion, and these bills help promise them 
that support.” 

Had AB 1287 been approved, the 
bill would have allowed CSU students 
who were considered ineligible for Cal 
Grants, due to a rise in family income, 
a chance to be reassessed, according 
to Allison Gallagher, ASI secretary of 
systemwide affairs. 

“How it runs now is they aren’t eli- 


gible ever again,” Gallagher said. “[AB 
1287] changes the language so that if 
you lose your eligibility in 2012 but be- 
come eligible in 2013, you can reapply 
and still have access to Cal Grant and 
other forms of financial aid.” 

On the other hand, SB 284 would 
have set up a new College Access Tax 
Credit Fund that individuals or busi- 
nesses could pay into, while SB 285 
would have designated the collected 
funds toward increasing the amount of 
Cal Grant B for students from $1,473 to 
$5,000, according to Gallagher. 

In Brown’s veto message on AB 
1287, he said the bill would result in 
“costly expansion” of the Cal Grant 
program and that he was “reluctant to 
commit limited state resources.” 

Gallagher, however, said she thought 
the decision was understandable. 

“It would require reopening the bud- 
get, and he’s kind of opposed to doing 
any budget changes now,” Gallagher 
said. “It was a really good one in trying 
to increase Cal Grant accessibility, but 
it’s more likely we'll see these things 
next year.” 

Both of the senate bills were contin- 
gent upon one another and were vetoed 
for a technical flaw. Brown’s veto mes- 
sage on the state legislative information 
website stated that SB 284 conflicted 
with Proposition 98, a 1988 ballot ini- 
tiative that guaranteed about 40 percent 
of general state funds to education. 

Even though the governor put a stop 
to the bills, some Lobby Corps mem- 
bers said they are looking forward to 
seeing them resurface again in the next 
legislative session. 

“Gov. Brown is actually planning 
on working with AB 1287 author [As- 
semblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva] to 
wrap up the issues he has with the lan- 
guage,” Siwabessy said. “So he is still 
interested in a lot of what is happening 
and wants it to go through — it’s just a 
matter of when.” 
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The National Center for Sustainable Transportation’s goal is to help reduce the greenhouse gas 
emissions from passenger and freight travel that contribute to climate change. 


RESEARCH 


Continued from Page 1 


consortium will work on many projects 
focused on sustainable transportation. 
“We’re going to do much research 
[like] coming up with strategies, poli- 
cies, technologies for alternate fuels, 
for more efficient low-carbon vehicles, 
better forms of mobility and better 
infrastructure design,” Sperling said. 
Handy said that funding from 
NCST will support campus research 
projects that employ graduate stu- 
dents and create new courses, semi- 


nars and extracurricular activities 
that focus on sustainable transporta- 
tion. 

According to Thomas O’Brien, 
director of the on-campus Research 
Center for International Trade and 
Transportation, CSULB is a sub- 
recipient of the grants awarded to 
continue and expand their work. 

While the center’s technical start 
date was Sept. 30, the first meeting is 
planned for November, and projects 
are expected to begin in January, ac- 
cording to Handy. 

Each of the projects is required 
to have a thematic focus, as well as 
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research, education and outreach 
components, according to O’Brien. 
O’Brien said he is interested in 
focusing on the workforce capacity of 
CSULB’s transportation agencies. 
“Whether [it’s through] education 
[or] training on college campuses, 
we want to prepare our students to 
do the work that needs to be done 
to make sure that our transportation 
systems are competitive,” O’Brien 
said. “We want to make sure that 
we are preparing you as students 
to meet the workforce challenges 
that are rapidly changing because of 
technology.” 
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Campus MovieFest 
filmmaking race begins 


The festival returns 
to campus for its 
fourth year. 


By JOANN Row 
Assistant News Editor 


Filmmakers will take over the Cal 
State Long Beach campus for the next 
week for the annual Campus MovieF- 
est. 

Students from more than 50 col- 
leges and universities nationwide will 
participate in this year’s contest, which 
launches today, for a chance to win up to 
$20,000 in cash grants, a 12-month sub- 
scription to Adobe Creative Cloud or to 
see their film on the big screen in Hol- 
lywood, according to Chris Dumas, 
promotions manager for CMF. 

Dumas said participants will have 
a week to create a five-minute-long 
film, including movie credits, and will 
be provided with essential filmmaking 
equipment rentals, such as Apple lap- 
tops pre-loaded with Adobe tools and 
Panasonic HD camcorders. 

Training and support will also be 
available to students “so that anyone 
has a chance to make their own five- 
minute movie,” Dumas said. 

At the end of next week, the short 
films will be screened in the University 
Student Union on Nov. 1, according to 
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Keya Allen-Littleton, program man- 
ager for the USU. 

“The top film from our campus is 
submitted against all the other locations 
where CMF is making films, and if se- 
lected, they go to Hollywood,” Allen- 
Littleton said. 

She said the event, which is free and 
open to all majors, is a great opportu- 
nity for students. 

“They get to use state-of-the-art 
equipment, work with professional edi- 
tors and complete a body of work that 
they can keep forever,” Allen-Littleton 
said. — 

Geno Mehalik, a graduate program 
assistant for Associated Students Inc., 
said CMF motivates students from all 
departments to utilize the competition 
as a creative outlet and experiment in 
the world of filmmaking. 

“We encourage all students to get 
involved,” Mehalik said. “[It’s a] great 
way to unleash creativity on campus.” 

According to Mehalik, around 70 
CSULB students participated in CMF 
last year and one CSULB student went 
on to Hollywood as a finalist in the Best 
Story category. 

Participants unable to finish film 
projects on time are still encouraged to 
submit incomplete films for the oppor- 
tunity to win awards in various catego- 
ries, Mehalik said. 

Sign-ups for the competition will 
be held until 5 p.m. today at the USU 
Southwest Terrace. Final submissions 
and film equipment will be collected on 
Tuesday from 2 to 6 p.m. 
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Meinhardt, who graduated in 2012 
with a marketing minor, said she started 
the petition because she believes Tom- 
lin’s industry experience and connections 
greatly exceed that of Martin’s, making 
Tomlin more qualified to teach the class. 

“I went to Tomlin for an internship, 
and he helped me get it,’ Meinhardt 
said. “I was able to start my career 
three days after I graduated college. 
If it wasn’t for Tomlin, I wouldn’t be 
where I am right now.” 

Martin, a tenured faculty member 
who was previously chair of the mar- 
keting department, was not re-elected 
for the chair position this academic 
year. As a result, she has returned to 
fulfilling the duties of a full-time fac- 
ulty member, according to Solt. 

With the shift, Martin needed to 
teach more classes to fulfill her duties 
as a full-time professor. Tenured fac- 
ulty members are required to main- 
tain at least 12 units worth of work, 
which can include research and teach- 
ing classes, according to Solt. 

Tomlin said Martin could have 
chosen other classes to teach, but she 
didn’t. According to the petition, Mar- 
tin “just so happened to choose Profes- 
sor Tomlin’s MKTG 330 course.” 

Tomlin also said he believes Martin 
isn’t as qualified as he is to teach the 
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class. 

“When you're replacing someone 
who has an expansive background in 
the field ... with somebody who just 
decides to fulfill her workload but has 
never worked for an agency ... [and] 
never worked for a company in the 
marketing field ... you’d be doing a dis- 
service to the students,” Tomlin said. 

Solt said his decision to allow Martin 
to teach the class wasn’t inappropriate. 


‘I was able to start my 

career three days after 

I graduated college. ihe 

it wasn't for Tomlin, I 

wouldn't be where I am 
right now.” 


-Brittany Meinhardt, alumna 
A 


“We had limitations on the sched- 
ule,” Solt said. “And to fill the for- 
mer chair’s teaching load in the area 
for which she had a master’s degree 
.. Tomlin’s teaching was reduced by 
half.” 

The dean also said that the depart- 
ment chair assigns classes to profes- 
sors each semester and that no faculty 
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members are guaranteed a course. Solt 
said that the department went through 
the process in the best way it could, and 
although “passionate people” weren’t 
satisfied, there wasn’t much they could 
do. 

“In a sense ... this is trying to com- 
pare two instructors and saying only 
one is qualified, therefore the other 
must not be qualified,” Solt said. “If 
you look at Dr. Martin’s background, 
her teaching experience and her guest 
speakers, I don’t know how big the dif- 
ference is.” 

Martin said that she has the skills 
and experience to teach the class. 

“J have a master’s [degree] in ad- 
vertising, and I did internships while 
doing my master’s,” Martin said. “I 
consult for companies in terms of 
advertising, and I have experience in 
that area, so it [the 300-level market- 
ing class] seemed like the best fit for 
me.” 

In addition, Martin said that all fac- 
ulty participate in projects with com- 
panies and bring in speakers from the 
marketing industry. 

“No,.I didn’t work in the industry,” 
Martin said. “If you look around, 
most people haven’t ... but we have 
contacts in [the] industry and do con- 
sulting work for [the] industry ... and 
if they come and ask and pay us to 
help them, does that mean we have an 
understanding of what goes on in the 
industry?” 
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LAUSD classroom changes unfairly hurt students 


Weeks after it faced criticism 
for giving students district-issued 
iPads, the Los Angeles Unified 
School District is embroiled in 
controversy once again. 

According to the Los Ange- 
les Times, thousands of LAUSD 
students are being moved to new 
classes based on their proficiency 

in the 
English 
Our VIEW * 
guage. 
The 
move is occurring two months into 
the school year. 

Some LAUSD principals and 
parents of the affected students 
have protested the district’s 
decision. Petitions opposing the 
classroom changes have also been 
started and are now gathering 
signatures, according to the LA 
Times. 

Segregating students based on 
their English-speaking level has 
was approved in LAUSD schools 
since 2000, according to the LA 
Times. However, it hasn’t been 
fully enforced until recently. 

Several researchers told the LA 
Times that separating students 
based on their English-speaking 
levels helps them achieve profi- 
ciency more quickly. 

While we are receptive of 


the idea to separate students based on their English-speaking 
levels, we disagree with the district’s decision to separate 


students two months into the school year. 


Yes, placing students with different levels of English language 
proficiency in the same classroom could interrupt both students’ 


learning processes. 


But it’s only about two months into the school year. Students and 


teachers are just getting settled. Students are making friends and 


getting into their rhythm. 


Shifting students around just two months into the school year 
must be uprooting those students’ learning experience. 

The sudden classroom change could impact these students’ suc- 
cess rate. Going from one curriculum to another during the change 
could hurt a student’s ability to learn. 

Instead of switching around thousands of students at one 


se 


= 


time, the LAUSD should narrowly tailor its efforts to each stu- 


dent’s needs. Ensuring that every student is put into the correct 


speaking level. 


learning environment is essential. 

Throughout this abrupt switch, we hope LAUSD students won’t 
be negatively affected. 

We're just glad we’re not the ones telling students they must 
leave their friends and teachers behind because of their English- 


Netflix’s recent 


For those who think that Netflix doesn’t rule 
the world of television shows and movies, think 
again. 

On Monday, Netflix announced it had reached 
40 million subscribers worldwide, according to 
the New York Times. 

Netflix-produced shows like “Orange is the 
New Black” and “House of Cards” helped the 
on-demand Internet streaming service eclipse 30 
million subscribers in the U.S. alone. 

According to the Los Angeles Times, the 
number of Netflix subscribers also surpassed the 
number of HBO subscribers in the U.S. by almost 
2.3 million. 

News of the subscription increase helped 
the company’s stock rise by nearly 6.44 per- 
cent on Monday, according to the New York 
Times. 

With its announcement, it’s undeniable that 
Netflix has positioned itself as the definitive 
Internet streaming service. 
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announcement Sets itself above its competitors 


While Netflix continues to grow in size and 
popularity, however, it’s important that network 
television executives do more to compete with the 
streaming service. 

If network television fails to compete 
with Netflix, network ratings will continue 
to plummet in a way that may not be easily 
remedied. 

According to the LA 
Times, more than 316,000 
cable subscribers opted out 
of their pricey television 
contracts between June 2012 and June 2013. 

While modern-day TV shows like “Mad 
Men” and “Homeland” may have strong, de- 
voted fan bases, it’s oftentimes hard to justify 
paying a $100 cable bill each month. 

With free or affordable television alterna- 
tives, cable has increasingly become a nusiance 
for some. 

The beauty of Netflix, unlike cable, lies in its 
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simplicity. 

For only $7.99 per month, Netflix users can 
watch thousands of hours of programming. 

For example, fans of “The Walking Dead” 
can watch the show’s first three seasons on 
Netflix and the fourth season as it airs each 
week. 

Without Netflix, fans of 
“The Walking Dead” at this 
point would have to buy DVDs 
for each of the three seasons in 
order to catch up for the show’s 
fourth season. 

Netflix saves television fans not only time but 
also money. 

More interesting than its stock price or number 
of subscribers is how Netflix has changed the way 
Americans watch movies and television. 

The notion of binge viewing, where sub- 
scribers tune out real-world distractions and 
watch their favorite shows in a marathon, has 
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become commonplace because of Netflix. 

Whereas before one was tied to watching 
whatever was on TV, Netflix users can now watch 
as much as they want. 

Watching 12 episodes of “Mad Men” every day 
isn’t unheard of. 

Original programs like “Derek” also make 
Netflix a valuable commodity. 

In short, Netflix has changed the way 
Americans consume digital media for the 
better. 

Its expansion into the online media realm 
has helped cement Netflix as the most popular 
streaming site, compared to others like Hulu and 
Apple TV. 

More of a media giant than a media presence, 
Netflix has set itself above all its competitors. 

And the future is especially bright for the ever- 
growing media giant. 

Shane Newell is a junior journalism major and 
the opinions editor at the Daily 49er. 
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“Yeah, it sounds like a good 
idea. It would better.overall for 
all LAUSD students.” 


- Viviana Ramos, 
sophomore journalism 
major 


Campus Voice 


Do you support the Los Angeles Unified School District's separating students based on their English proficiency level? 


“For me, it was hard when 
certain people didn't speak 
English well. If its for 
good reasons, I agree 
with it.” 


- Jaclynn Smith, 
undeclared junior 


‘It is segregation, in a way. 
I don't think the [change] 
will affect English speakers 
[who speak well.] It’s like 
[the policy] is going back to 
the 60s.” 


- Jimmy Aguilar, 
senior sociology major 


‘I see the merit behind 
the idea. Kids could 
feel segregated [by the 
change].” 


- Chris Potts, 
senior international 
studies major 
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A DAY IN THE OMANI LIFE 


By DANIELLE CARSON 


Diversions Editor 


Students were drawn by the unmistak- 
able sound of middle eastern drumbeats 
coming from the University Dining Plaza 
yesterday. 

As students followed the sounds 
and stepped down the stairs, they saw 
Omani students dressed in traditional 
garb, who were dressing others as well 
as dancing, feeding and teaching Cal 
State Long Beach students 
about their traditional culture. 

The Omani Student Organi- 
zation (OSO), recently became 
a club last semester. OSO Pres- 
ident and sophomore electrical 
engineering major, Younis Al- 
kharusi said they transformed 
this piece of campus into the 
Middle Eastern region for their 
first event. 

He said that through this 
event, the organization hopes 
to reach out to the wider 
CSULB community. 

According to OSO, Eid Al- 
Adha is an important three-day 
religious holiday that falls on 
the last three days of the last 
month on the lunar Islamic cal- 
endar. Alkharusi said that this 
event is comparable to Christ- 
mas for Christians. 

Eid Al-Adha is celebrated 
by all Muslims in honor of the 
willingness of Abraham to sac- 
rifice his son Ishmael as an act 


of obedience to God. In this story, God 
intervened to provide Abraham with 
sheep to sacrifice instead. 

Alkharusi said there are approxi- 
mately 128 Omani students on campus, 
and that most students know each other. 

“We are raised like this. We are used 
to [talking to each other] and asking each 
other about problems,” Alkharusi said. 

Alkharusi said the students come from 
multiple regions in Oman, a country on 
the southeastern border of Saudi Arabia. 

“People here are from different regions 
that’s why you see different activities and 
different things going on,’ AlKharusi, 


who is from the Al-Bitanah region, said. 

In brief passing during lunch time, 
students were drawn to the fringes of 
the dining plaza to watch a traditional 
Omani dance called “Barah,” which 
was from the Al-Sharqiya region of the 
country. Alkharusi said this as he mo- 
tioned towards a large map of Oman, 
while other traditional dances come 
from other regions. 

Barah was danced with two Omani 
men dressed in a white”thobe”, each 
carrying a dagger, or “khanjar”, the 
Oman national symbol. 

Goodie bags, or “eidia” were given 


to guests, and according to Alkharusi, 
money is usually given to evoke happi- 
ness on the day of the Eid festival. 

Students could not stay on the fringes, 
however, as club members approached 
them and persuaded them to get a henna 
tattoo, model Omani clothing, or experi- 
ence other aspects of the culture. 

The clothing, some sequined with 
intricate stitching, was piled on a table 
and students were encouraged to dress 
up so that they could take photos in 
the traditional Omani attire. Clothing 
ranged from the formal white thobe to 
the “massah”, a formal headwear. 


PuHoTos BY AMATULLAH GuyoT | DaiLy 49eR 
Omani Student Organization members enlighten interested stu- 
dents in their simulation of the Omani home during yesterday’s 
Eid Al-Adha festival at the University Student Union. 


The tight-knit community of Omani students shares their culture with CSULB students. 


“When we wear pants with shirts it’s 
too much for us,” Najwa Alburaike, soph- 
omore healthcare administration major 
said. “We dress like this every day.” 

Students were invited to sit in an area 
shaded by a canopy that was made to 
represent the traditional Omani home. 
Low couches, mats and pillows sur- 
rounded the center of the mat, where 
OSO members sat traditionally with one 
knee to their chest and the other down, 
teaching students about household man- 
nerisms for entertaining guests 

Students, such as freshman mechanical 
engineering major Issa Alhabsi, explained 
that the smoldering frankincense 
was intended to make the home 
a welcoming atmosphere for any 
guest. 

“When you come into the 
house we ask you two ques- 
tions, first, what is you latest 
news, and second, what is your 
condition,’ Alhabsi said as he 
accommodated multiple guests. 

From a silver and gold kettle, 
members, who served as the 
hosts would continue to pour 
coffee in a lifted cup as long 
as the guest wished. The guest 
was then instructed to shake 
the cup back and forth to let the 
host know they were finished. 

Alhabsi said that dates are 
always offered with coffee, two 
of the most important offerings 
for a guest in the home. Student 
Ismael Algheilani, a freshman 
chemical engineering major 

said that the sweet dates compli- 
ment the bitter coffee and are a 
perfectly hospitable first gift. 


EYE CARE 
for STUDENTS 


EAP OPTOMETRY 


6541 E. SPRING ST. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808 


562.496.3365 


EapOptometry.com 


Our office is located in the Stater Bros. Shopping Center (Spring St. 
& Palo Verde Ave.)“A value frame with single vision plastic lenses 
(sph 4, cyl 3). A valid current student ID must be presented at the 
time of services. The offer cannot be combined with any other 
discounts or insurance. 


The Purple Room - USU 103 - 6pm-8pm 


INCLUDES: 


EYE EXAM + EYEGLASSES* 
OR 


EYE EXAM + 


1 PAIR OF DISPOSABLE CONTACT LENSES 


OR 


20% OFF EYE EXAM 
20% OFF EYEGLASSES 
10% OFF CONTACT LENSES 


20% OFF PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES 


When you donate gently used clothes and household items to 
Goodwill, you help create jobs and job training services for those with 
barriers to employment. Plus, your donations are tax deductible. 


O0©@ 


Donate. Recycle. Jobs. 


For more information visit 
www.ThinkGood.org 


©2013 Goodwill. Serving the People of Southern Los Angeles County. 
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Bobby Banclari on Piano 
Thursday * 

7-9p.m. 

445 E First St. 

Head down to Utopia 
Resturant and experience 
Bobby Bancalari improvi- 
sational skills on piano. The 
event is free. 


Amis Kakeng Music Group 
Saturday - Sunday 

1:30 - 2:30 p.m. 

695 Alamitos Ave. 

The Pacific Island Ethnic 
Art Museum is showcas- 
ing a performance by the 
Amis Kakeng Music Group. 
If you're into world music, 
then this is definitely for 
you. General admission is 
$5, students and seniors are 
$3 and children under 12 
are free. 


Zombie Walk 

Saturday 

2-11 p.m. 

Downtown Long Beach 

It isn’t Halloween in Long 
Beach until the city cel- 
ebrates with its annual 
Zombie Walk. The event 
will feature The Radioac- 
tive Chickenheads and many 
others. General admission 
is $15 and children 12 and 
under are free. 
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Legal Concerns? On-Campus 
Consultation with private 
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Michael Lindley Esq. 
35 Emptoyment Oprortunities > 


4800E cca dela P/T ae WRITER 


8.50 hr+c 5min fro a 
a 562-404 4698, anyone $1,600-2,500/month * housing, airfare, 
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Must have BA degree and TESOL or TEFL 
certificate 
Ge Iden Spoon Froze t Last day to apply: Sometime in November 
reece pte 220 3 oe **this date is tentative and could change 
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COMMENTARY 


Fifth-place standing is the result of unhelpful draws 


DANIEL ASTLE 
ot Assistant Sports Editor 


Pd 

The Long Beach State women’s 
soccer team currently sits in fifth place 
in the Big West Conference with three 
games remaining, and that’s a result of 
two draws in games the ‘Niners should 
have won. 

Had the 49ers (8-5-2, 2-1-2 Big 
West) managed to score an additional 
goal against UC Davis and just one 
at all against Hawaii, they would be 
sitting comfortably in second place, 
where they were predicted to finish 
before the season began in the confer- 
ence coaches poll. 

Instead, the ‘Niners have under- 
achieved so far in conference play, 
failing to win games they should have 
after proving their competitive and 
resilient capabilities in nonconference 
wins over ranked teams like Brigham 
Young and Texas Tech. 

So far the 49ers have dropped only 
one conference game, when they lost 
to first-place Cal Poly in their confer- 
ence opener. 

But the ‘Niners didn’t quite rebound 
from that loss and soar through confer- 
ence as they hoped to. Instead, they 
struggled to prove they’re a better team 
than those seventh- and eighth-place 
teams they tied with. 

Comparing non-conference per- 
formances, the ‘Niners should have 
outmatched Cal Poly. The Mustangs 
lost six straight games in which they 
were outscored 21-1 before shutting out 
LBSU 2-0. Big West opponents have 
come on a lot softer against Cal Poly, 
as the Mustangs have outscored their 
opponents 13-6 in six games so far. 

Cal State Fullerton, the team that 
was picked to finish first in conference 
this season, has experienced the same 
frustration the ‘Niners have so far. 

Through the first five conference 
games, the Titans have allowed the 
fewest goals in conference with four, 


Topp JoHNsoNn | DaiLy 49ER 


Long Beach State’s Hannah Reed goes after the ball in a 0-o tie against seventh-place Hawaii. 


yet they trail LBSU in the standings by 
a point and sit at sixth place. 

The Titans can attribute their place 
in the Big West to a tie with Cal State 
Northridge, a team that’s lost all four 
of its other conference matches. The 
Titans have also lost games to Cal Poly 
and UC Riverside. 

Unlike the Titans, however, The 
Beach’s season isn’t really affected by 
its loss to Cal Poly. What has really 
prevented the ‘Niners from taking 
advantage within this year’s relatively 
weak Big West Conference are those 
two draws. 

Hawaii has lost three games while 
the ‘Niners have lost only one, but the 
two teams are separated only by one 
point in the standings, which reveals 


how critical a tie can be for a team in 
games they should have otherwise won. 

UC Davis has lost two of its four 
conference games so far while barely 
escaping winless CSUN with a double- 
overtime 1-0 victory. 

Although it’s becoming more ap- 
parent in conference play, the 49ers’ 
struggle to win games they should isn’t 
a new problem. 

The ‘Niners lost 1-0 to Northern 
Arizona in their first game of the 
season. NAU won just five games last 
year, including a mini three-game win 
streak during midseason. 

After shutting LBSU out in the sea- 
son opener, the Lumberjacks got hot 
and didn’t lose for another six games. 
But at the time, before either team 


had played a game on the season, The 
Beach was considerably favored to win 
because of its superior record to NAU’s 
the previous season. 

The ‘Niners can find at least a gleam 
of optimism while finishing out the 
final week of the season, however. LB- 
SU’s eight points might put the ‘Niners 
in fifth place currently, but three other 
Big West teams are currently tied for 
second place while leading the ‘Niners 
by only a point. 

To reach the postseason, the 49ers 
will not only have to finish in fourth 
place or better. They will have to 
win against CSUN and UC River- 
side in the final week of the regular 
season, two teams that they should 
beat. 


SPORTS 
CALENDAR 


Thursday 


Men’s water polo 
at UC Irvine, 7 p.m. 
Anteater Aquatics Complex 


Friday 
Women’s volleyball 
at Cal State Northridge, 7 p.m. 
Matadome 


Saturday 


Men’s water polo 
vs. UC Santa Barbara, 12 p.m. 
Walter Pyramid 


Women’s volleyball 
vs. UC Irvine, 7 p.m. 
Walter Pyramid 


Men’s volleyball 
Black and Gold game, TBA 
Walter Pyramid 


Sunday 


Women’s golf 

Las Vegas Collegiate Showdown 
First round, All Day 

Stallion Mountain Golf Club 


Monday 
Women’s golf 


Las Vegas Collegiate Showdown 
Second round, All Day 
Stallion Mountain Golf Club 


Tuesday 
Women’s golf 


Las Vegas Collegiate Showdown 
Final round, All Day 
Stallion Mountain Golf Club 


Follow @49erSports 
on Twitter 


For all things LBSU 


www .daily49er.com/sports 


